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SlacklinerS walk a thin line............................8
Vancouver pros do the “Turkey Boogie” in annual high-line event
Can’t we all just 
get along-board?
Desmond Rodenbour let go as Langara Students’ Union closes ranks
SEAN HITREC photo
Calvin Dignard takes a break from skating in the downtown skateboard plaza under the Georgia Viaduct on Nov. 27, 2016.
Disgruntled youth told 
they have options moving 
forward after controver-
sial pipeline approved
LSU quietly fires pro-reform GM
Bike & board incidents unmonitored in lane-share pilot.............P7
By TANNER BOKOR
Though the federal government ap-proved the Kinder Morgan Trans Mountain Pipeline, both major stu-
dent coalitions in B.C. say the fight 
isn’t over yet.
Simka Marshall, chairwoman of the 
B.C. Federation of Students, says that 
while she and other students in B.C. 
are disappointed to see the pipeline 
push through given vocal opposition, 
her organization will continue to advo-
cate against the pipeline.
“Students in B.C. continue to stand 
in opposition to Kinder Morgan,” Mar-
shall said, “so we will work with what-
ever organizations and initiatives are 
ongoing to support their work to fight 
against the pipeline.”
The Kinder Morgan pipeline would 
connect the Alberta tar sands to a facil-
ity on Burnaby Mountain to the tune of 
890,000 barrels of bitumen per day. 
Tuesday’s approval of the project, and 
rejection of the Embridge Northern 
Gateway project in Kitimat, B.C., comes 
at the end of a four-year approval pro-
cess mired by strong opposition from 
indigenous, student and environmen-
tal organizations. 
Alex McGowan with the Alliance of 
B.C. Students said that his organiza-
tion is concerned that the decision dis-
regards the voices of the groups the 
pipeline will impact. 
“I'm concerned to see the federal 
government making decisions without 
properly consulting with the people, 
especially the indigenous people, of 
B.C.,” said McGowan. “Students need 
our government to make forward-look-
ing decisions and invest in an economy 
that is not reliant on fossil fuels.
Though both groups said that the de-
cision is of concern to B.C.’s youth, they 
disagree on steps moving forward. Mc-
Gowan said the ABCS, as a post-sec-
ondary policy-oriented group, said the 
best way for youth to take action is at 
the ballot box.
“The upcoming provincial election is 
a clear opportunity to tell decision-
makers and candidates that these is-
sues matter to us,” McGowan said.
Marshall and the BCFS said that the 
decision affords the group an opportu-
nity to coalesce together and plan fu-
ture actions to fight against the pipe-
line.
“I think this is an opportunity for all 
of us to come together and become a 
solid movement and prevent this from 
moving forward,” Marshall said.
But perhaps the largest statement 
following the decision is one of hope in 
the wake of disappointment and shock.
CHECK OUT A VIDEO at langaravoice.ca
Kinder Morgan 
fight not over 
for students
By SEAN HITREC
T
he general manager of the Langa-
ra Students’ Union, hired to im-
plement reforms, was abruptly 
fired last week, The Voice has 
learned.
The news that Desmond Rodenbour 
was let go was not announced to the stu-
dent body. His firing coincides with a 
special general meeting called by the 
LSU for Dec. 7—during the exam peri-
od—to implement unexpected new by-
laws that would extend the council’s 
term beyond the usual one year.
“The bylaw changes being consid-
ered at the Dec. 7 [student general 
meeting] were not drafted by me or any-
one at my company. In my view, they're 
patently unethical,” wrote Rodenbour 
in a message to The Voice, confirming 
he’d been sacked. 
Currently, the council’s term runs 
one year, from the start of September to 
the next year’s fall semester election. 
The new bylaws would move the end of 
council’s term from September to De-
cember. It would also extend the cur-
rent councilors’ terms for an additional 
four months, until Dec. 31, 2017.
Their term extension would allow 
them to preside over the next three gen-
eral assembly meetings where the LSU 
council is meant to explain to the stu-
dent body how they spend their money.
The new format would also exclude 
students in one-year programs—such 
as general business management, engi-
neering transfer and journalism—from 
running for council. In the fall, two jour-
nalism students ran for council. Neither 
were elected.
The Voice learned that LSU lawyers 
from Borins & Co. were also “turfed”. 
The law firm would only confirm that it 
“does not represent the LSU at this 
time.”
The LSU would not comment on the 
firing of Rodenbour and its team of law-
yers, and neither would the college. 
When The Voice went to inquire about 
the quietly executed move, the LSU of-
fice told the newspaper to ask any ques-
tions through the LSU media contact 
email.
Rodenbour started in the summer of 
2016 with goals of reforms and transpar-
ency. In a meeting with a Voice reporter 
in September, Rodenbour said he want-
ed to encourage the student union to 
move in a more modern direction, in 
keeping with the other student unions. 
The reforms Rodenbour was aiming 
for are now unlikely to materialize.
“Student unions run best when they 
unite students,” Jenelle Davies, secre-
tary treasurer for the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students’ B.C. branch, said in re-
sponse to the news. “It’s in the best 
interest of all students for all these in-
ternal issues to be dealt with in an open 
and transparent way.”
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Desmond Rodenbour was fired by the LSU last week.
Editor Scott Forbes
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Evan Siddall, CEO of the CMHC 
speaks to the VBT at the Westin 
Bayshore hotel Wednesday.
Appeal of innocence 
CLARE HENNIG photo
 Former asylum-seeker Jose Figueroa with his wife, Ivania (far left); two daughter, Esmeralda 
(right) and Ruby (middle); and son, Jose (far right) after yesterday’s court hearing.
Shared 
blame
Temp shel-
ters hit goal
 Man labelled terrorist asks to have name cleared
A temporary homeless 
shelter set to open is al-
ready looking like an effec-
tive way to escape the cold
Vancouver’s housing mar-
ket has too many factors 
for one group of people to 
be responsible By SEAN HITREC
A 50-year-old man, who, only goes by Roger, has been homeless in Vancouver for over 30 years, hates 
permanent shelters, and enjoys tempo-
rary shelters.
This comes at a time when RainCity 
Housing plans to open up a shelter on 
1401 Hornby Street that will be open 
from early December to April of next 
year. 
The shelter will accommodate up to 
40 people and is part of a yearly tempo-
rary shelter provided  by BC Housing. 
Accommodations include a separate 
lounge and eating area, nurses and nal-
oxone training for staff.
Roger prefers sleeping outside to 
staying in permanent shelters.
“You’re putting [together] a lot of 
people that have bad habits,” he said. 
“People stealing from you, night ter-
rors in the bed beside you, in the other 
bed people are snoring, the other bed, 
the guy’s eyeing your gear up.”
However, the temporary winter shel-
ters, which he said are usually smaller, 
are a much better environment to sleep 
in.
“Things are kept under control, they 
keep an eye on stuff,” he said. “It’s a 
smaller atmosphere and we’re listened 
to in those atmospheres.”
Celine Mauboules, senior planner 
with housing policy and projects with 
the City of Vancouver, said the goals of 
the temporary projects align with cur-
rent shelters.
“I think it’s a real priority to ensure 
that we give people an opportunity to 
come inside, get people connected with 
services and then [housing],” 
Mauboules said. 
“And also, our real priority is to en-
sure that [they are] managed responsi-
bly and safely to ensure that they are 
well integrated into the community,” 
she said.
“As far as temporary shelters goes, 
this is the best that we’ve had,” said 
Sherri Matt, the maintenance manager 
for RainCity Housing. 
“Bringing people in, building trust, 
hopefully gaining them permanent 
housing. That’s what it’s all about, 
right?”
By KRISTYN ANTHONY
Supply and demand was the focal point of a keynote speech ad-dressed to the Greater Vancouver 
Board of Trade Wednesday morning 
regarding housing in Vancouver.
President and CEO of the Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
Evan Siddall spoke to a packed room at 
the Westin Bayshore hotel. 
Addressing vulnerabilities, data 
gaps and affordability were some of 
the themes of Siddall’s speech, a com-
mentary on the fluctuating national 
housing market.
“Metro Vancouver has one of the 
highest rates of core housing need 
among all of Canada’s metropolitan ar-
eas, at about 18 per cent,” Siddall said 
in his address, comparing that to the 
national average of 12.3 per cent.
Housing market supply in the resale 
market in Metro Vancouver is nearing 
the lowest its been in 10 years Siddall 
said, noting urban planning is one of 
the contributing factors. 
He said in a city like Vancouver, 
where one in three people are renters, 
core housing need – the integration of 
standards for dwelling adequacy, suit-
ability and affordability – is even more 
imperative. 
Shayne Ramsay, CEO of BC Housing 
commended Siddall’s remarks on 
working cohesively.
“There are a lot of housing leaders 
and municipalities in the audience and 
to hear how all of those factors inter-
relate [can help people understand], 
that it’s just not one thing that we need 
to focus on,” Ramsay said. “Govern-
ments need to co-operate but we also 
need to work on the supply issue.”
In Vancouver, Siddall emphasized 
that foreign investment, though a chal-
lenging to measure, is not entirely to 
blame for a lack of available and afford-
able housing. 
CMHC analysis shows that other fac-
tors correlate better to explain house 
price increases, he added.
“If supply doesn’t respond to in-
creased demand, all of that demand 
goes into prices,” Siddall said. “We’ve 
got a choice — we either build more 
homes or you have higher prices.” 
By CLARE HENNIG
F
ormer asylum-seeker Jose 
Figueroa appeared in court yes-
terday morning to dispute the Ca-
nadian Border Services Agency 
labeling him as a terrorist. 
Figueroa immigrated to Canada 
from El Salvador after the Salvadoran 
Civil War and claimed refugee status in 
1997. 
After 13 years of living and raising 
his three children in Langley, Canadian 
immigration decided in May 2010 that 
Figueroa was inadmissible to the coun-
try because of his connection with an 
alleged terrorist organization in El Sal-
vador. 
He asked for his name to be cleared 
in his court appearance.
“I am not a terrorist,” Figueroa said, 
during the judicial review hearing. 
“Was I a threat to Canada? Was I ille-
gally in Canada?” 
Figueroa was granted permanent 
residency in Canada on compassionate 
grounds in December 2015, after living 
in a church in Langley for more than 
two years, seeking asylum from depor-
tation.
Figueroa had been issued a work 
visa and had valid paperwork at the 
time his deportation was ordered. The 
CBSA deemed Figueroa to be a securi-
ty threat because of his ties to the Far-
abundo Martí National Liberation 
Front as a student in the 1980s. The 
FMLN was voted into government pow-
er in El Salvador in 2009. 
Federal Court Justice Yvan Roy said 
during the hearing that The FMLN is 
considered a terrorist organization by 
Canadian immigration because of the 
violent tactics it has used. Figueroa 
had never denied his membership to 
the court.  
Figueroa said this case involves 
more than just him as an individual be-
cause it implicates all Salvadorans who 
have moved to Canada. 
“Is the president of El Salvador inad-
missible to Canada because of his asso-
ciation with The FMLN?” Figueroa 
asked Roy. 
After the hearing, Figueroa’s wife 
Ivania Figueroa said the proceedings 
have taken a toll on her family, but the 
fight has been worth it. 
“We’re hoping for a better result, not 
only for my family but for other people 
too,” said Ivania. 
“It’s very hard to go through all this. 
It’s so complicated and there’s no way 
other people could do this fight, espe-
cially if they are not knowledgeable in 
English,” she said. 
Figueroa thinks the issue has not yet 
been fairly resolved. 
“I think you are asking for some-
thing that the law does not allow, the 
matter has been heard already,” said 
Roy. 
“You may carry this in your mind 
and think the issue is not resolved, but 
I am in the business of the law.”
Roy did not specify an exact date for 
a final decision but does not expect it to 
be made until after December.  
1	 1997: Figueroa and 
his wife leave El 
Salvador 
2	 2009: The FMLN is 
voted into power in 
El Salvador
3	 	2010: Figueroa is 
labelled a terrorist 
and his deportation 
is ordered.
4	 2013: A warrent 
is issued for 
Figueroa’s arrest, 
he takes asylum in 
a Langley church.
5	 2015: Figueroa is 
granted permanent 
residence in 
Canada.
6 Yesterday: Figueroa 
appeals to have his 
name cleared.
Source: http://www.
timescolonist.com
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time line
SEAN HITREC photo
Workers set up dining tables at the 
new shelter at 1401 Hornby Street.
Campus news 3THE VOICE, THURSDAY, DEC. 1, 2016EDITOR REUBEN DONGALEN JR.
REUBEN DONGALEN JR. photo
According to various students across campus, different parts of Langara experience inconsistent Wi-Fi signals.
Wi-Fi is still an ongoing issue since The Voice reported on it in 2014
By STUART NEATBY
D
espite widespread use of two 
dedicated networks across cam-
pus, many Langara students are 
finding Wi-Fi access to be elu-
sive.
Langara students have access to the 
eduroam and the Langara networks, 
and the eduroam network is a dedicat-
ed service offered across several post-
secondary institutions including UBC 
and SFU. 
The Langara network is adminis-
tered by the Langara IT Department, 
whose staff provided no comment.
But, many students find that both 
networks can often be plagued with 
slow network speeds, as well as a ten-
dency to drop signals. 
Nora Wirth-Farkesvolgyi, a student 
in the web and mobile app design and 
development department, finds that 
she is disconnected frequently from 
the eduroam network in Building A.
“Normally I try not to move, because 
then I meet some problems,” she said.
The Voice spoke to 
12 students about 
their experienc-
es with Langa-
ra’s Wi-Fi. 
All had experi-
enced being 
dropped from 
networks while 
moving between 
buildings on 
campus. 
Others spoke 
of blind spots or 
slow coverage, 
especially in 
Building A or B. 
Most students 
often switched between the two net-
works depending on their location, 
which is a solution that is often recom-
mended by the IT Help Desk in the li-
brary, but still experienced connection 
issues in some areas.
Shahed Aljermashi, a second year 
general arts student, generally uses 
the eduroam network and 
she finds the connection 
drops quite frequently.
“It’s mostly okay, but it 
loses a lot of connection 
sometimes for no reason. 
Especially in the B building, 
the underground class-
rooms,” she said.
Langara is a member of 
BCNET, a not-for-profit IT 
collaboration between uni-
versities and colleges in B.C. 
According to Tamara 
Klein, BCNET’s communica-
tions manager, Langara has 
recently connected to BC-
NET’s advanced network, which runs 
at a speed of 100 Gigabytes per second.
“It is kind of a foundation for deliver-
ing other services as well at your cam-
pus,” she said.
Langara’s tough connection
“Side-hustle” 
inspires new 
program
A new business program 
becomes available for stu-
dents in Feb. 2017
By MELANIE GREEN 
An entrepreneur business program is being introduced at Langara College to teach millennials that 
they can only count on themselves for 
future job prospects. 
After researching the direction of 
markets and job security, Langara de-
cided to opt for a grassroots practical 
application program that allows stu-
dents to work with successful side-hus-
tle industry professionals, partnered 
with other community organizations, 
as a solution. 
Program Coordinator for the Langa-
ra Self Employment Program, David 
Schulte, who is coordinating the new 
12-week program, said the jobs just 
aren’t there anymore for millenials.  
“It’s about people having a way out 
and not being cheated by life [...] The 
ball is being put into their court and the 
one thing they can do is have a side-
hustle,” Schulte added. 
According to Schulte, it allows stu-
dents to work with successful side-hus-
tle industry professionals, partnered 
with other community organizations, 
providing them with a solution for the 
lack of jobs after school.
“People are 
going to need to 
have something, 
a business that 
they are running 
on the side to 
provide security 
for them - op-
tions - and obvi-
ously some 
meaning in life,” 
said Schulte. 
The program 
is geared toward 
those starting a 
business he said, 
quite different 
from the diploma 
transfer which is 
textbook based 
with a focus on 
accreditation to 
enter the work-
force. 
Langara Inter-
national busi-
ness student, 
Amit Monga 
agreed, interest-
ed in the practi-
cal approach and 
industry profes-
sionals. 
“In classes 
what they do is 
read the books, we are there to learn 
but within a few days we forget,” Mon-
ga said. 
“But if we hear personal stories they 
sit in your mind and you can relate.” 
Shivam Verma, a Langara business 
diploma transfer student, remembered 
a video on YouTube about someone 
who sued the education system be-
cause it was disillusioning. 
“Everything is changing, but the ed-
ucation system is the same since the 
17th century,” Verma said, explaining 
students are only evaluated based on 
their GPA. 
“So if you’re going to follow the herd 
you won’t be successful because there’s 
so much competition,” he said. 
“The business of 21st century is 
about entrepreneurship. Traditional 
businesses and jobs [are] all gone.” 
The program expects an enrolment 
of eight when it rolls out in Feb. 2017 
and the classes will run on Saturdays, 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
“
People are 
going to 
need to 
have some-
thing, a 
business 
that they 
are run-
ning on 
the side 
to provide 
security 
for them
DAVID SCHULTE
ENTREPRENEUR
BUSINESS
PROGRAM
COORDINATOR
“
Normally 
I try not 
to move, 
because 
then I meet 
some 
problems
NORA
WIRTH-
FARKESVOLGYI
WEB AND MOBILE
APP DESIGN 
STUDENT
Growing on the sustainable food trend
By BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE
Sustainability product design has always been a focus for Langara alumnus Lisa Giroday, but she 
found her passion when she fell away 
from fashion and into farming. 
Giroday is a social entrepreneur and 
one of the founders of Victory Gardens, 
a company that helps people through-
out Metro Vancouver grow food in the 
spaces available to them. 
“Climate change scares the hell out 
of me,” she said. 
Not only does growing her own food 
decrease her impact on the environ-
ment, it also stabilizes local food sup-
ply. 
She is not alone, as more people are 
looking for produce and meals that are 
locally sourced and generates less 
waste. 
Some decide to grow vegetables and 
herbs on patios and in containers.
Robert Newell, a geographer at the 
University of Victoria, looks at sustain-
able community development. 
He supports the direction being tak-
en, but also warned of exaggerated 
claims from vendors and businesses 
hoping to make money via trends.
“Greenwashing is the use of terms 
like organic, like-organic, or eco-friend-
ly on products that may not necessarily 
align with the health or environmental 
goals of a shopper,” Newell said.
Giroday agreed that greenwashing is 
a problem that can confuse general 
shoppers, and acknowledged that the 
health benefits of buying organic are 
unclear. 
Buying responsibly is more impor-
tant then buying healthily, according to 
Giroday.
“Health reasons are not the stron-
gest argument for buying organic or 
local,” she said. “Sustainably, buying 
local and organic is the smartest choice 
to make.”
There is also an economic argument 
for growing food at home; Giroday 
shared a comment that guerilla gar-
dener Ron Findley, a guru in the local 
urban food movement, made at a re-
cent TED Talk:
“Growing your food now is like pick-
ing your own money.”
Langara alum finds a new 
passion: educating others 
on Vancouver’s sustain-
able food community
BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE photo
Alumni Langara fashion student, Lisa Giroday, pres-
ents Victory Gardens and sustainable food.
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Christmas crosses culture
SUBMITTED photo
Macarons displayed at Le Centre culturel francophone de Vancouver’s Christmas market in 2014.
Multicultural Vancouver boasts diverse Christmas celebrations
By EMELIE PEACOCK 
I
n the multicultural city of Vancou-
ver, christmas celebrations come in 
many different shapes and sizes. 
Pierre Rivard, executive and ar-
tistic director at Le Centre culturel 
francophone de Vancouver, said there 
is no one tradition celebrated by all 
francophones as the community is so 
diverse. Within Canada, Rivard said 
French-Canadian Christmas allows for 
more family get togethers and time to 
party on Christmas Eve. 
On Dec. 24, French-Canadian fami-
lies attend midnight mass and then 
head home to open gifts and share a big 
meal that goes until the early hours of 
the morning. 
“It seems like French-Canadians are 
a little bit more in a hurry, to celebrate 
Christmas, open the gifts and eat, or 
find a reason to eat twice,” Rivard said. 
Giulio Recchioni, cultural director at 
Il Centro Italian Cultural Centre, said 
the Italian Christmas is all about food 
and getting to-
gether with fam-
ily. Christmas is 
celebrated for 
three days start-
ing on the 24th, 
only fish is eaten 
that day where-
as meat are eat-
en the two fol-
lowing days. 
What Recchi-
oni misses most 
around Christ-
mas time is fam-
ily. To counter 
the loneliness he organizes get-togeth-
ers for Italian expats. 
“We get together for what we infor-
mally call ‘orphans dinners’ for people 
who don’t have a family in Canada and 
we just get together with that and try 
to cherish our traditions and our reci-
pes and our food traditions on that 
day,” Recchioni said. 
The Scandinavian Community Cen-
tre in Burnaby is hosting events 
throughout December, each event will 
be unique to the country hosting on the 
day, but all will include “glogg”, a hot 
wine drink common to all five Scandi-
navian countries.
“All the countries have a day in De-
cember, the Norwegians have their 
family Christmas, the Danes have their 
family Christmas, the Swedes have the 
Lucia, the Fins have their Indepen-
dence Day in December,” Carol Wal-
ters, assistant manager at the Scandi-
navian Community Centre.
Check out langaravoice.ca for a list of 
cultural Christmas events in Vancouver 
Trivia nights hit in Raincouver
Drive-in 
returns
Trivia nights make avoid-
ing the rain more fun
By JESSICA PURVER
For anyone who likes trivia, friendly competition and free beer, pub quizzes are the remedy for Van-
couver’s dreary winter weeknights.
Invented in the late 1970s in England 
to increase sales on quiet pub nights, 
the pub quiz -- or trivia night --  has 
since grown in popularity. 
According to Geoff Williams of Nice 
Guys Trivia, the demand for pub quiz-
zes in Vancouver began ten years ago. 
Williams said there were only three 
trivia nights in the city when he ar-
rived from Australia. Now, there are 42 
per week.
“What I love is it’s not loud, it’s not 
obnoxious,” he said. “It’s just ordinary 
people with a reason to get together 
once a week.” 
Williams hosts trivia nights every 
Tuesday evening at the Lamplighter 
Public House in Gastown. He asks 
rounds of ques-
tions ranging 
from general 
knowledge, mu-
sic and news 
headlines. The 
prize for the 
team with the 
most points? 
Beer.
“It’s about 
writing all the 
time so that 
you’ve always 
got relevant 
[questions],” he said. “The trivia audi-
ence has become a lot more sophisti-
cated over the years, so you have to be 
really bang-on and precise.”
Brett Sinclair is a member of the La-
dybro and Dude Guys team who have 
frequented Williams’ quiz nights for 
the past four years. He said trivia is a 
great entertainment option, especially 
during Vancouver’s colder months. 
“It’s the trivia group that brings peo-
ple together. It’s when the energy is 
there, everyone is super into it,” he 
said. “Even if we win or lose, we go out 
with a smile.”
Debbie Vanden Dungen, assistant 
registrar at Langara, entered the pub 
quiz scene in 2011. Known as The 
Quizmistress, she said that over the 
years, communities have formed 
around her trivia nights. Their support 
is what keeps her motivated to put in 
hours of prep work.
“It’s so fun there. They chant, they’re 
loud. It’s just infectious,” she said. 
“Easily 50 per cent of the success of 
[my] show is because of the people who 
come.”
Vanden Dungen currently hosts triv-
ia at the Brighton on Wednesdays and 
at East Side Craft House in South Van-
couver on Fridays.
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Playing a trivia game at the Lamplighter Public House.
River District's drive-in 
movies for Christmas 
season help facilitate com-
munity building
By BALA YOGESH
Creating a cohesive and connected community is what Wesgroup are trying to achieve, and one of their 
ways of achieving that task is organiz-
ing a Drive-In movie shows.
Wesgroup in partnership with Fres-
hAirCinemas (FAC) are organizing a 
drive-in movie screening for a second 
year in row at River District. The 
Christmas special drive-in movies for 
this year happen on weekends from 
Dec. 2, to Dec. 10.
Michelle Tai, one of the staff at River 
District Community Centre said the 
drive-in movies brings a lot of attention 
towards the community that is being 
created.
“Basically what Wesgroup is trying 
to achieve is build a sense of communi-
ty before the developments are com-
pleted. So, they’re trying to build more 
awareness and more attention towards 
the community,” Tai Said.
Larry Ruble, one of the nearby resi-
dents said he is going to check out the 
drive-in movies soon. 
“It sounds wonderful to me. I think 
it’s something families can do. I think 
it’s a good activity for everyone. There’s 
a sense of community in here,” Ruble 
said.
Russ Davis, senior event producer 
and film producer at FAC said he has a 
lot of fun in collaborating with Wes-
group and River District Community 
Centre. 
“These are our last shows of the sea-
son, and we love doing these shows be-
cause it is so much fun. It’s all great 
Christmas stories,” Davis said.
Tai said that the residents of River 
District have given a positive feedback 
on this event in the past. 
“Lot of adults think that it’s cool be-
cause the drive-in movies are an age 
old thing that happened when they 
were younger, so they think that’s neat 
and a lot of kids think it is cool because 
you are sitting in the car and watch it 
on the big screen,” Tai said.
Davis said on most occasions the 
event is packed with cars, and attracts 
both family audience as well as young 
couples.
“The drive-in itself can easily park 
200 cars, so there are nights when we 
are close to that, some nights we are at 
capacity,” Davis said.
GIULIO RECCHIONI
Cultural director,
Il Centro Italian 
Cultural Centre
“...[we] try 
to cherish 
our tradi-
tions and 
our recipes 
and our 
food tradi-
tions on 
that day
GIULIO RECCHIONI
CULTURAL 
DIRECTOR, IL 
CENTRO ITALIAN 
CENTRE
“Even if 
we win or 
lose, we go 
out with a 
smile
BRETT SINCLAIR
TRIVIA PLAYER
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Ashleigh Hawrysh Haier shows off ugly Christmas sweater. 
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Urban Source on Main Street is one of the many craft stores offering supplies for creating do-it-yourself holiday gifts.
Making thoughtful presents is a great alternative for holiday season 
By ALYSE KOTYK
F
or students with a tight budget or 
looking to give away gifts this 
Christmas, do-it-yourself pres-
ents have become a popular op-
tion. 
Vicki Gillis is the owner of Urban 
Source, an alternative crafts store on 
Main Street that collects discarded 
items from local industries that other-
wise would have gone into a landfill.  
Gillis said that her store keeps get-
ting busier every year around the holi-
day season with DIY Christmas craft-
ers.
“I feel like there is such a big DIY 
movement out there,” she said. “Mak-
ing things from scratch are really so 
much more popular than they used to 
be.” 
Gillis said reducing waste and using 
recycled items can also be a factor for 
some crafters.
“I think people are more environ-
mentally aware 
and waste-aware,” 
she said. 
Some Vancouver 
artisans are shar-
ing their expertise 
around the holiday 
season by offering 
workshops on 
Christmas crafts 
and gifts. 
Lili Nedved is 
the owner of Spool 
of Thread, a sew-
ing lounge in 
Mount Pleasant. 
While she offers 
workshops year 
round, she said a 
lot of people come in to make heartfelt 
Christmas gifts this time of year. 
“The thing that you make might be 
more straight forward than something 
you can pick up in a shop,” said Nedved. 
“But the person that will receive it will 
put more appreciation towards that gift 
because they know there was a lot of 
time and energy and love that went 
into making it.”
Subrina Pratt, a general arts student 
at Langara, said that she doesn’t typi-
cally make Christmas gifts. 
“It just takes up a lot of time,” she 
said. 
However, Daniela Kuri, another Lan-
gara student, said she really enjoys 
making gifts for the holidays. 
“It’s a lot cheaper, I think and it gives 
more significance,” Kuri said. “For me, 
if someone made me a gift it would be a 
lot more memorable.” 
Tacky Christmas sweaters still trendy
By LAUREN BOOTHBY
When it comes to Christmas sweaters, the uglier the better. From thrift shop finds to ex-
pensive new designs, they are back this 
holiday season. Ugly Christmas sweat-
ers have increased in popularity the 
last few years. 
Ashleigh Hawrysh Haier, manager at 
F As In Frank on Main Street, said the 
popularity comes from a fascination 
with novelty items in North America. 
She said customers spend a long time 
looking for one of their vintage sweat-
ers that is the “right” kind of ugly.
“Getting the perfect fit and the right 
colour…the right amount of glitter or 
sequins […] They’re putting that much 
effort into something they’re probably 
only going to wear once, ” she said.
Matea Cumpf, a Langara design stu-
dent, bought a Drake Christmas sweat-
er last year around the time his song 
Hotline Bling was released.
“I feel like it just brings out the 
[Christmas] spirit more,” Cumpf said. 
“[Christmas sweaters] are never going 
to go out of trend, because they’re so 
bad it’s good.”
She thinks ugly sweaters can be ice-
breakers at parties over the holidays.
“I think it’s a good theme because 
you can start conversation topics easily 
based on peoples’ sweaters,” Cumpf 
said.
While they can be funny, Martha Sa-
las, a Langara arts and science student, 
said they are too expensive to buy and 
only wear once. 
“They’re a bit over-priced,” she said. 
“I honestly don’t like the designs. I 
know they’re called “ugly” sweaters, 
but I still don’t like to wear them.”
Brian Tam, a sociology student at 
Langara, is also not convinced. 
“Why don’t you have just a normal 
Christmas sweater? Why does it need 
to have a dead reindeer on it?” he said. 
“If somebody invited me to an ugly 
Christmas sweater party, I would be 
like, why do you have so much time on 
your hands to organize a party specifi-
cally for one piece of clothing?” he said.
Questionable holiday 
apparel remains relevant
Winter 
leisure on a 
budget
By MICHELE PAULSE
The opening of Robson Square Ice Rink kicks off a winter tradition in the core of downtown. 
Winter activities can be costly, but 
ice-skating is a low-cost sport that is an 
affordable way to keep active during 
the winter months. 
The Robson Square ice rink attracts 
over 150,000 people from Metro Van-
couver every winter with live music 
every night from Dec. 13 to 24 (to cele-
brate the 12 days of Christmas) and on 
New Year’s Eve. 
Sam Sullivan, MLA for Vancouver-
False Creek, was among the people 
who attended the opening.
“Ice skating at Robson Square gives 
families and students a festive winter 
experience in Vancouver’s downtown 
core,” Sullivan said in a statement. 
Students from Elsie Roy and Lord 
Roberts elementary schools tested the 
ice at a special invitation.   
As he watched his son, a student at 
Elsie Roy, skate, Francesco Castrillo 
said, “He will have the possibility to 
play with his friends in the future and 
he will be able to join a hockey team if 
he wants.”
Evelyn McMurtrie liked seeing her 
daughter on the rink but said she her-
self didn’t like to 
skate. 
“I’m scared of 
falling but she 
wants to do it so I 
encourage it,” Mc-
Murtrie said.
The low cost of 
ice-skating makes 
it affordable for 
students to keep 
active during win-
ter. 
Elena Coudreau, 
an arts department 
student at Langara, 
said she switched 
from skiing to ice-
skating because of 
the cost. 
“[It is] $40 a day, 
but if you get a 
yearly pass, you 
get some discounts. 
[The cost] is the 
reason why I don’t 
go often,” said Cou-
dreau. “I switched 
to ice-skating 
because it’s much more reasonable.” 
For Axel Zarebski, a Langara history 
student, the only choice to avoid the 
prohibitive costs of skiing was not to 
ski. 
“I used to ski but I don’t anymore be-
cause it’s really expensive to buy the 
season pass,” Zarebski said.
FOR MORE ON UGLY CHRISTMAS SWEATERS, 
CHECK OUT langaravoice.ca 
“Making 
things 
from 
scratch are 
really so 
much more 
popular 
than it 
used to be
VICKI GILLIS
URBAN SPACE
	 Homemade beauty 
kits
	 Healthy pet treats
	 Personalized food 
baskets
	 Scented candles
	 Photo frames
	 Creative stationary
	 Holiday cards
  Knitted apparel
Source:  pinterest.com
TOP
DIY gifts
Spending during the holi-
days can leave a dent in 
your wallet
MICHELE PAULSE photo
Zamboni driver cleans the surface 
of ice at UBC Robson Square. 
“[It is] $40 
a day, but 
if you get 
a yearly 
pass, you 
will get 
some 
discounts  
ELENA COUDREAU
Arts student,
Langara College
DIY gifts fun and affordable
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A good Wi-Fi Internet connection on a college campus is essential for students to keep track with 
their class outlines, do their assign-
ments, check their emails and study 
online. That is not Langara’s case. 
What happens at Langara is that we 
have a lot of dead zones on campus, 
where the Wi-Fi does not work proper-
ly or does not work at all. With a lack of 
available computer labs at the college, 
students need a reliable Wi-Fi source to 
keep on with their studies even outside 
classes or computer labs. 
Despite having two different Wi-Fi 
networks at the college campus – edu-
roam and Langara 
– the connection is 
always fading. The 
Wi-Fi connection is 
so unstable that 
students need to 
rely on their own 
cellphone data to 
have a good con-
nection. And let’s 
remember what it’s 
like living in a stu-
dent budget, where 
most can’t afford 
paying more for 
data usage.
That is not the 
only problem. It’s a 
struggle to get ac-
cess through any of 
them. Confusing 
logins, different 
passwords, weak 
signals, slow 
speeds, networks 
that work in one 
building, but don’t 
work in others. It’s 
a mess. 
Does that mean 
that students are 
lacking in their 
studies because of 
this? No, because they are more wor-
ried about not failing classes than us-
ing all their available phone data.  
Yes, eduroam is a service provided 
from outside of the college, and gives 
the opportunity for students to use 
their network at different post-second-
ary campuses including UBC and SFU. 
Nevertheless, we still need a reliable 
and stable Wi-Fi network at here at 
Langara. 
Langara recently upgraded to an ad-
vanced 100 gigabyte per second Wi-Fi 
network through BCNET, a non-profit 
IT collaboration between universities 
and colleges in B.C. However, for what 
we can experience, that still isn’t fast 
enough to handle all of the traffic Lan-
gara receives. We, students, need a bet-
ter, reliable and stable Wi-Fi to work 
with. Langara’s Wi-Fi is more like a 
low-fi.
Wi-Fi, more 
like slow-fi at 
Langara
“The Wi-Fi 
connec-
tion is so 
unstable 
that stu-
dents need 
to rely on 
their on 
cellphone 
data
OPINION
ROBERTO 
TEIXEIRA
DIY gifts warm the heart
N
othing says “I love you” more 
than a thoughtful present. 
Do-it-yourself presents are 
one way to show that apprecia-
tion. They are cost-effective and sus-
tainable, and for those of us on a stu-
dent’s budget, DIY gifts may be the 
answer to the costly holidays.
But for those of us who aren’t crafty 
at all, DIY gifts present other challeng-
es. They require time, effort and plan-
ning which can add stress to the fran-
tic, forced energy of the season.
Perhaps the guilt and pressure of 
trying to show my love, combined with 
a lack of creativity, has ignited my cyn-
icism for Christmas, the most commer-
cialized North American holiday. Bil-
lions of dollars are spent every year 
consuming, only to end up in the gar-
bage while despairing over your empty 
bank account.  
Maybe I’m a lazy, cold-hearted 
Scrooge, as I have never really tried. 
I’ve always 
thought the best 
gift to receive was 
money, and the 
biggest hindrance 
to giving a good 
gift was the lack of 
those very dollars.
There is some-
thing special about 
getting a present 
made especially 
for you, though. 
My favourite gift 
over the years was a DIY kit from my 
best friend. She had soulfully crafted 
soaps, salves and creams by hand - 
each with it’s own label, scent and co-
lour. 
I was incredibly moved when I 
opened it. I felt almost childlike explor-
ing the many treats. Not only was it 
thoughtful, but it was also useful.  
There are many DIY options out 
there that require less talent and cre-
ativity, and thousands of listicles are 
online suggesting sugar scrubs, Christ-
mas cards and home made ornaments.
If it were up to me, I would live in the 
fictional world of Seinfeld, where char-
acters deny Christmas and celebrate 
Festivus. There would be no gifts ex-
changed — just a promise of time with 
your loved ones in a verbal wrestling 
match after airing your grievances. 
OPINION
MELANIE GREEN
VERONNICA MACKILLOP and CHANDLER WALTER comic
The firing of LSU general manager, Desmond Rodenbour, means the secretive and questionable behav-
iour of the student union will continue 
uninhibited.
Rodenbour was fired in true LSU 
form. Rodenbour and the LSU’s legal 
counsel were sacked last week ¬— 
¬and neither the student body, which 
funds the LSU, or campus media were 
notified. 
For years, the LSU has dodged ques-
tions from The Voice, and even went as 
far as implementing by-laws to force 
the media to jump through hoops in or-
der to get answers on even the simplest 
of topics. 
Even with the shocking and unex-
pected news of Rodenbour’s dismissal 
— a move that will significantly affect 
the student body — the LSU office 
stonewalled The Voice. 
Voice reporters have long faced dif-
ficulty when cov-
ering stories on 
the student 
union. At last 
year’s all-candi-
dates forum for 
the LSU election, 
two Voice report-
ers were kicked 
out for taking 
photos.
R o d e n b o u r, 
the LSU’s first 
general manager, 
had been seeking 
to implement re-
forms. One of his 
goals was to im-
prove relations 
between the stu-
dent union and 
campus media by 
increasing trans-
parency. Rodenbour believed that the 
LSU’s structure needed to be updated 
to meet modern standards for student 
unions. 
The LSU seems to have forgotten 
that its role is to serve students. It is 
their duty to be completely transpar-
ent about their affairs, something they 
have repeatedly failed to do in the past. 
Rodenbour’s hiring was a sign of hope 
that the LSU would finally live up to its 
ethical duty to be open with students. 
Firing Rodenbour does nothing but 
show that the LSU is not committed to 
repairing media relations and has no 
interest in keeping students informed.
At a time when student unions in the 
Lower Mainland have been accused of 
mal-practice and caught red-handed in 
financial scandals, this extreme resis-
tance to a transparent LSU begs the 
question: what is the LSU hiding?
LSU is back into the shadows 
“What is the 
LSU hid-
ing?
OPINION
CHAHIRA 
MERARSI
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By MELANIE GREEN, SEAN HITREC AND 
KRISTYN ANTHONY
I
t was a split second decision that saved 
Melisa Dogan from suffering a more seri-
ous injury.
A regular commuter on her longboard, 
Dogan was headed to work one morning us-
ing a protected bike lane.
A Vancouver pilot project currently under-
way allows for skateboards to use lanes previ-
ously only for cyclists, but nowhere in the fine 
print does it say convertibles can too.
 Dogan knew she’d have to remain one step 
ahead of the man driving in the one part of 
the road deemed safe from vehicles. She 
braked and almost instantaneously, the vehi-
cle slammed its brakes too. She used her 
shoulder to brace for the inevitable impact, 
crashing into the back of the car tearing her 
bicep in the process.
 “He swore at me and drove off,” Dogan 
said.
 Avoiding collisions and conflicts between 
transportation user groups motivated the city 
vote to amend a by-law allowing skateboards 
into bike lanes as a pilot project for one year, 
to be re-evaluated in 2017. 
Green Party Coun. Adriane Carr voted in 
favour.
She said 50 per cent of West Enders don’t 
have cars, so the pedestrian-friendly commu-
nity got very upset over skateboarders on 
sidewalks.
“I’ve also seen skateboarders on the street. 
I’ve seen them down Cambie near city hall. 
They’re going down hills, they’re riding in 
traffic lanes and I tell you my heart is in my 
mouth in terms of fear that something’s going 
to happen.”
The transition has not 
been without its share of 
bumps along the way.
 A Voice investigation 
has shown that city offi-
cials have not kept track of 
injuries, accidents, clashes 
in the first 10 months of 
the pilot. Weekly statistics 
are kept for cyclists using 
bike lanes.
A Freedom of Informa-
tion request for data com-
piled about the bike lane 
came up empty.
“The city does not inde-
pendently collect informa-
tion of the type requested. 
This information is col-
lected and compiled by 
ICBC and the Vancouver 
Police Department,” said 
Barbara Van Fraassen, 
Vancouver’s director of ac-
cess to information, in a 
response to The Voice’s 
FOI request.
But both the VPD and 
ICBC told The Voice that they did not have 
data on accidents or altercations between 
user groups within the bike lanes either.
The amendment comes as the city attempts 
a greener transportation initiative for 2040. 
Allowing all wheeled transport into the bike 
lanes serves the long-term strategic vision 
that includes public investment and a healthy, 
prosperous and liveable future for Vancouver, 
according to the city’s website. 
User groups have their own views on the 
value of the pilot project. 
Jeff Leigh, of the cycling advocacy 
group HUB, said the group was con-
sulted regarding the amendment. 
Their mission statement ties nicely in 
with the city’s active transportation 
mandate, he said, but there is some 
confusion around those skateboard-
ers that aren’t just commuting.
“We said we really don’t have an 
opinion on skateboarders using the 
bike lane, but we do have an opinion 
on people not having lights at night, 
on weaving back and forth and are do-
ing tricks. Why won’t you take this op-
portunity to remind them that this is 
transportation and not a skateboard 
park?” Leigh said.
Though he had not heard of major 
injuries or clashes, Leigh did say peo-
ple complained of minor collisions, of-
ten when safety regulations aren’t met. 
Congested bike lanes are a concern for 21-
year veteran bike courier Mike Brown.
“I love skateboarding […] but I don’t like 
the skateboards in the lanes.”
Downtown, Brown has watched the trans-
formation over two decades as bike lanes 
were built, torn down and re-routed. In par-
ticular, he said separated bike paths — lanes 
for cyclists and other wheeled devices — on 
one-way streets are problematic because “the 
confusion at intersections is amazing.”
 There’s not enough room to pass, Brown 
explained, and he often finds himself trapped 
in the lane. Hornby and Dunsmuir is particu-
larly tricky where two separated bike lanes 
meet along with pedestrians and vehicle traf-
fic. In fact, that corner is the only bike path 
The Voice found with a skateboarder logo on 
the city sign.
 “If I want to turn left at the next 
light, I can’t really do anything 
until I get to the intersection,” he 
said. “Then you’re doing footsie 
around and saying sorry to people 
while they’re trying to turn…
Eventually, someone’s going to 
get hurt there.”
With the amendment came reg-
ulations for skateboarders to 
wear protective pads, helmets 
and lights and to have use of 
something the city calls a “foot 
brake.”
“Skateboarders are always gon-
na take the path of least resis-
tance,” said Jeff Cole, president of 
the Vancouver Skateboard Coali-
tion (VSC) and co-manager of 
Skull Skates.
The skateboard community was consulted 
on the pilot project, but Cole felt there was 
little purpose in commenting since city policy 
hasn’t always reflected the culture.
 “We stay silent because we didn’t want to 
poke any bears,” Cole said, “And we don’t 
want to go back in time to where people are 
getting ticketed.” The amendment regula-
tions seem counter-pro-
ductive, he added. “A foot 
brake is my foot.”
Twenty years ago, 
when the coalition was 
formed, its goal was legit-
imization. To those out-
side the community, 
skateboarding was a 
counterculture, some-
thing for kids and teenag-
ers who were criminal-
ized for participating. 
The City of Vancouver 
started relaxing enforce-
ment in terms of tickets 
in 2001, then passed a mo-
tion to legalize skate-
boarding on certain 
streets in 2003, according 
to council minutes.  
In Tokyo in 2020, skate-
boarding will make its 
Olympic debut and in 
Vancouver, the coalition 
has grown. Monthly 
meetings are regularly 
attended by representa-
tives from Vancouver 
City Council and the park 
board.
 Cole had not heard of 
any injuries in the bike 
lanes, though he admits most wouldn’t really 
talk about collisions unless major. He encour-
aged safe riding, recognizing skateboarders 
will use both streets and bike lanes to get 
around. 
John Whistler, the former chair of a city-
appointed committee focused on expanding 
bike lanes to skateboarders and oth-
ers, believes “skateboarders get a 
bad rap.” 
An avid inline skater and cyclist, 
Whistler was instrumental in the 
amendment process, pushing for it 
three years ago. Yet he only learned 
about the pilot project from The 
Voice. 
 “The reality is you don’t want 
skateboards on the sidewalk,” said 
Whistler, now a transportation activ-
ist.
But he said implementing policy 
change is a challenge.
“It is an example of the bureau-
cratic process at city hall where 
wheels turn very slowly, but they do 
turn.”
 When asked about the lack of 
data on injuries, clashes or frequen-
cy of use, NPA Coun. Melissa De 
Genova was unsettled.
“I am concerned for potential fu-
ture conflicts and injuries to either 
skateboarders or cyclists,” De Geno-
va said. “I think that the city should 
be keeping data on that.”
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Skateboard lane safety unmonitored
City’s pilot project allowing boards in bike lanes hasn’t kept track of accidents, clashes
1	 Bikes, rollerblades, 
skateboards, scoot-
ers, and skates are 
permitted in bike 
lanes.
2	  Segways, hover-
boards, motorized 
wheelchairs, and 
motorbikes are not 
premitted in bike 
lanes. 
3	 Riders are required 
to have a white 
headlight, a rear 
light and red reflec-
tor on at night time 
or in the rain.
4 	Riders must always 
remain one meter 
away from any 
parked cars. 
Source: vancouver.ca/
streets-transportation/
cycling-safety-tips-and-
regultions
BIKE 
lane safety
“... We don’t 
want to 
go back 
in time to 
when peo-
ple [were] 
getting 
ticketed
JEFF COLE
VSC PRESIDENT
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Skateboarders Calvin Dignard and Skye Clow.
KRISTYN ANTHONY photo
Jeff Cole, president of the Vancouver Skateboard Coalition and co-manager of Skull Skates. 
MELANIE GREEN photo
Two skateboarders practise their tricks at a new building underneath the Cambie Street Bridge.
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Slacklining 
at
harrowing
heights
Professional slackliners from Vancouver attended an event in Utah
Canucks merch moving slowly
Fitness 
comps 
find range 
Extra divisions in wom-
en’s bodybuilding allow 
for different body types 
Sporting apparel stores 
have seen a decrease in 
sales during the
Vancouver team’s slump 
By CAITLIN O’FLANAGAN 
 
Twenty-three games in and the Ca-nucks have a losing record, help-ing the steady decline of jersey 
sales in Vancouver. 
For the second time in three sea-
sons the Vancouver Canucks did not 
make the playoffs last year and when 
they did in 2015, they lost to their ri-
vals the Calgary Flames. Vancouver 
fans, known to waver in tough times, 
have their frustrations shown by an 
obvious drop in jersey sales over the 
past two years. 
There have also been requests for 
Vegas Golden Knights merchandise, 
the NHL’s newest expansion team. 
The Las Vegas team will play next sea-
son and have the potential of bringing 
Vancouverites, dejected about the Ca-
nucks, onto the Knights bandwagon. 
John Czveka, owner of Vancity 
Sports, has been selling jerseys in 
Vancouver for 21 years and said that 
this year’s sales are even worse than 
last year. He also 
knows other retailers 
that are marking down 
Canucks jerseys to the 
point where they are 
losing money on them. 
“Anytime there was 
a new player on the 
team people would 
flock and want that 
jersey and we haven’t 
had that request for a 
while now,” Cveka 
said. 
The Manager at 
Granville Sports Cor-
ner, Mike Jackson, has 
noticed the same 
trend. Even with the 
slow sales, however, 
he has faith that the 
Canucks will rebuild 
and bring back their 
fan base. 
“The Canucks in particular has 
been slow, with the transition the 
team is going through,” Jackson said. 
“The teams struggling, they were 
good for us for many years. Now we’ve 
got to be patient and wait for some of 
these young players to develop.”
Both Czveka and Jackson are still 
selling NHL jerseys though, with a fo-
cus on young stars like McDavid for 
Edmonton and Marner and Matthews 
for Toronto. They also have no prob-
lem selling original six jerseys, espe-
cially Canadian players like Toews for 
Chicago. Both see high demand for 
Seahawks jerseys, as the NFL’s popu-
larity grows in B.C., as well as NBA 
and MLB, with a focus on Toronto 
By CHERYL WHITING
Female body builders have more op-tions when it comes to competing on stage and showing off their hard 
work than they did 15 years ago, and 
the sport is moving towards a less mus-
cular look. 
There are four divisions in women’s 
bodybuilding based on size and height; 
bikini, figure, physique, and bodybuild-
ing, with increasing muscularity re-
quired for each category.
Peter Crocker, a professor at the 
School of Kinesiology at UBC who has 
published papers on high-level women 
athletes, said the so-called ideal for 
women’s bodies is constantly chang-
ing.
“I would say there’s less constraints 
on women and what they can do and 
what they should look like,” he said. 
“Overall I think women have access to 
more diverse bodies.”
Wayne Carlin, the vice-president 
and head judge with the BC Amateur 
Bodybuilding Association (BCABBA), 
said that figure is a newer category 
that was invented in the early 2000s.  
He said prior to this there was only 
men and women’s bodybuilding and 
thinks the women’s bodybuilding divi-
sion will phase out in the next few 
years, to be replaced by the physique 
category.
“It’s more of aesthetic lines that you 
look for, more femininity and not as 
bulkier type muscles,” he said. “It’s our 
job as judges to make that stay that 
way so we don’t keep getting bigger 
and bigger every year. “
Shelby Maletz-Comm, 23, first got 
into competitive body building in uni-
versity.
She competes in the figure division 
at events in British Columbia, and said 
some competitions don’t drug test, but 
that she has decided to only compete in 
natural events.
“One thing I really take a lot of is 
greens powder; that’s the only supple-
ment I can say I wouldn’t give up,” she 
said.  “For the most part I don’t take 
any supplements,” she said.
Crocker said that he thinks body-
building is healthy overall, though he 
has concerns about the potential abuse 
of anabolic steroids in women’s body-
building.
“I know in male body building that 
was a huge issue,” he said. “If people 
are taking steroids they’re obviously 
compromising their health profiles.”
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Vancity Sports has had lower sales of Canucks merchandise recently. 
SPENCER SEABROOKE submitted photo
Spencer Seabrooke, a professional slackliner, walks a highline at the Chongqing Highline Meetup in China in October, 2016.
By CHELSEA POWRIE
T
he extreme sport of slacklining 
continues to be popular in B.C., 
converting new followers and in-
spiring enthusiasts to take the 
practice to dizzying new heights.
Slacklining is like tightrope walking, 
but the rope isn’t taught. It involves 
stringing a piece of specialized flat 
webbing, around two inches thick, be-
tween two anchors — trees, poles, cliff-
sides, or whatever’s around. Then, a 
person attempts to keep their balance 
and walk the length without falling.
Slacklining competitions exist 
throughout the world. In 2016, the 
World Slackline Masters was held in 
Munich. Competitive slackliners also 
vy for world records for longest and 
highest lines. 
Spencer Seabrooke is the former 
world record holder for longest high-
line without a harness, 64 metres at 290 
metres elevation, and is also the owner 
of local company SlacklifeBC. He just 
finished the “Turkey Boogie,” a yearly 
gathering in Moab, Utah, that involves 
highlines and space nets, which are 
large nets in midair that people base 
jump from. Now, Seabrooke is heading 
home to focus on his business.
“We want to get some sort of indoor 
warehouse where we can teach people 
slacklining,” Seabrooke said. 
Slacklining slows down in winter 
due to weather conditions, so 
Seabrooke uses the time to recharge 
after a busy season. He travels fre-
quently to highline in extreme loca-
tions, including the highest line he ever 
walked, which was in Yosemite Nation-
al Park in California.
“Lost Arrow Spire in Yosemite is 
about 4,000 or 5,000 feet above the val-
ley floor. So it feels very cool to walk 
on,” Seabrooke said. “And the first time 
anyone rigged a highline was there. So 
it’s also an iconic piece of history.”
Xavier Vivas, the owner of Absolute 
Slacklines Vancouver, has seen a 
steady increase in business since he 
opened five years ago. He said slacklin-
ing isn’t for everyone, but for certain 
people, it is addicting.
“Someone has to be a little bit brave 
and courageous [to slackline],” Vivas 
said. “People try sometimes and they 
are just not so driven to continue.”
Braden Holt, an education student at 
UBC, first encountered slacklining on 
campus and quickly became hooked, 
despite it being difficult to learn. 
“There were some weird people 
walking on floppy ropes and I said 
‘That looks fun, can I give it a try?’” 
Holt said. 
“I didn’t want to be beat by this ten 
meters of two-inch wide slackline, I 
wanted to beat it. And once you do that 
one there’s a longer one.”
Holt now owns his own slackline 
gear, and has successfully walked a 
90-metre line. 
“When you’re well balanced on the 
line, you feel so calm, like you’re medi-
tating. It’s part of why people get ad-
dicted,” Holt said.
JOHN CZVEKA
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DYNAMICWEDDINGS.CA submitted photo
Shelby Maletz-Comm poses during 
a bodybuilding competition. Nov.6.
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